
Edward's father was Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton 1st 
Baronet who was a philanthropist and reformer. He 
played a major part in the abolition of slavery with the 
emancipation of 800,000 slaves in the British 
dominions. When William Wilberforce retired Sir 
Thomas spearheaded the necessary legislation through 
Parliament and was referred to as "one of East 
London's finest men"  

Although Wilberforce is better known today Sir Thomas 
is not forgotten, his image appears on the Bank of 
England £5 note. He is the tall figure standing on the 
far left of the group on the note's reverse, and 
commemorates his work with Elizabeth Fry for 
amendment to the penal code.

Thomas was also an able businessman. Apprenticing 
himself to Truman's brewery in Spitalfield, he worked 
his way up until he owned the company, whose full 
name became Truman, Hanbury and Buxton Ltd. 

Edward died seven years later before moving in to 
Warlies whilst waiting for works to the main house to 
be completed. His son, Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton 3rd 
Baronet (1837-1915)  took over the house when he 
was 21 years old and married Victoria Noel, daughter 
of the Earl of Gainsborough, six years later in 1862. 

It is likely that Sir Edward North Buxton had the Stable 
Block built for his son 
as a wedding gift. 

Victoria's mother 
had been Lady in 
Waiting to Queen 
Victoria. Such was 
their mutual 
affection that the 
Queen became 
Godmother not only 
to Victoria Noel, but 
to her daughter 
Victoria as well.

When the young 
bride first saw 
Warlies she was 
surprised at the 
cramped quarters of

the house and convinced her husband to add the 
Gothic style North Wing completed in 1879. The 
architect was Samuel Teulon (1812-1873)

A large staff was retained. One junior was employed 
full time to trim, fill and clean the lamps

Sir Fowell himself was actively involved in the family 
brewery.

In 1882 Epping Forest was dedicated by the Queen "for 
the enjoyment of my people forever".  Sir Fowell was 
named in the Act as the first Verderer to uphold the 
rights of the Commoners.  He and his brother 
presented several hundred acres as an addition to the 
forest.

Part Two,  1851 – 1921 The Buxton Family

Pictures: (Top Left) Georgian Wing c1850 (Bottom Left) Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton 3rd Baronet in his uniform as Govenor of South Australia circa 1890
(Top Right) Bachelor and North Wings designed by Teulon, c 1880 (Middle) Parish Helpers at Warlies from St. Sepulchre's Cambridge, 1894
(Bottom) Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton 3rd in front at his son Victor's wedding in 1855

 of Warlies Park House



Lady Victoria was hostess to a large number of visitors 
to Warlies from every walk of life, politicians, poets, 
social workers and an African chief.    After her return 
from South Australia (where her husband was 
Governor from 1895 until 1898, she welcomed many 
Australian visitors. 

Sir Fowell and Lady Victoria had five boys and five girls.    
They built another large house for their family of ten 
children close by at Woodredon.     

One of their daughters, Miss Edith Frances Buxton, was 
married in 1888 and returned from honeymoon to a 
grand reception.  

The hamlet of Upshire was so small it did not even 
have a church, so Sir Thomas built one, St. Thomas's in 
1902.

Their Golden Wedding in 1912 was the last great family 
reunion.  Sir Fowell died in 1915 at the age of 79 and 
Lady Victoria five years later.

One of their sons, Noel Edward Buxton, was involved 
with the foundation of the Save The Children Fund and 
subsequently became its president. In 1924 he became 
Minister of Agriculture in the first Labour Government.

The family had an enormous variety of interests with a 
motto of "Do it with thy might". Their family shield is 
displayed to this day on the Stable Block.

Sir Fowell's maxim was "when in doubt do the 
adventurous thing!   

Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton 5th Baronet sold Warlies to 
Dr. Barnardo's so he could move into nearby 
Woodredon House.

Pictures: (Top Left) Welcome to Edith, daughter of Sir Thomas Fowell & Lady Victoria Buxton on return from honeymoon, Nov. 1888 (Bottom left) Main Hall around 1900 
(Top Right) Buxton Motto, Do It With Thy Might 
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